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process including generating a conversion rule for converting
afeature quantity vector into a binary string that is longer than
a predetermined bit length. The process includes converting
each of the feature quantity vectors into a binary string by
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tive bits in the binary strings based on the distance-based
relations among the feature quantity vectors. The process
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tity vectors into a binary string having the predetermined bit
length by using the conversion rule corrected at the correct-
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1
INFORMATION CONVERSION DEVICE,
COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING
MEDIUM, AND INFORMATION
CONVERSION METHOD

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority of the prior Japanese Patent Application No. 2012-
075195, filed on Mar. 28, 2012, the entire contents of which
are incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD

The embodiments discussed herein are related to an infor-
mation conversion device, a computer-readable recording
medium, and an information conversion method.

BACKGROUND

Conventionally, there are known techniques with which
pieces of data similar or relevant to inputted query data to the
extent that the similarity or relevance thereof satisfy a prede-
termined condition are searched from multiple pieces of data
registered in a database. As one example of such techniques,
atechnique called neighborhood search is known with which:
the levels of similarity or relevance between pieces of data are
represented as distances in a multidimensional feature quan-
tity vector space; and pieces of data having distances from
query data that do not exceed a threshold, or a predetermined
number of pieces of data that are the closest to the query data
are selected.

FIG. 8 is a diagram for illustrating a conventional neigh-
borhood search. For example, an information processing
apparatus that executes neighborhood search stores, as indi-
cated with white circles in FI1G. 8, the feature quantity vectors
of pieces of data to be searched. Then, upon acquiring query
data indicated by (A) in FIG. 8, the information processing
apparatus calculates the distance between the query data and
each of the feature quantity vectors, and sets, as neighboring
data of the query data, pieces of data that fall within a prede-
termined range in terms of distance from the query data as
indicated by (B) in FIG. 8.

Here, in a case where a database has a large number of
pieces of data registered therein, calculation of the distances
between all of the pieces of data and the query data leads to an
increase in calculation cost involved in neighborhood search.
Therefore, there are other known techniques each of which
aims at reduction in calculation cost involved in neighbor-
hood search in such a manner as to narrow down data to be
searched by creating indices for the feature quantity vector
space or by using indices that utilize distances from particular
feature quantity vectors. However, these techniques are not
capable of reducing the calculation cost in a case where each
feature quantity vector has a large number of dimensions.

Hence, there are other known techniques with which, in
order to reduce a calculation cost for neighborhood search,
search processing is speeded up by relaxing the level of strict-
ness on a search result and acquiring a set of similar data
approximate to query data. For example, matching search
between binary strings and calculation of hamming distances
enable processing to be performed faster than calculation of
distances between vectors. Hence, there are other known
techniques with which reduction in calculation cost is
enabled in such a manner that: feature quantity vectors are
converted into binary strings with distance-based relations
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between the feature quantity vectors being maintained; and

matching search or calculation of hamming distances with

respect to a binary string obtained through conversion of
query data is performed.

One example of methods for converting such feature quan-
tity vectors into binary strings is described below. FIG. 9 is a
diagram for illustrating search processing using binarization.
Note that a method for converting feature quantity vectors,
indicated by white circles in FIG. 9, into 2-digit binary strings
is described by the example illustrated in FIG. 9.

For example, an information processing apparatus stores
feature quantity vectors indicated with white circles in FIG. 9.
Here, the information processing apparatus applies a projec-
tive function thereto, thereby setting the first digits of binary
strings to “1” for feature quantity vectors included in the area
above a dotted line in FIG. 9, and to “0” for feature quantity
vectors included in the area below the dotted line. Further, the
information processing apparatus sets the second digits of
binary strings to “1” for feature quantity vectors included in
the area to the right of a solid line in FIG. 9, and to “0” for
feature quantity vectors included in the area to the left of the
solid line.

As aresult, each of the feature quantity vectors is converted
into any one of “01,” “11,” “00” and “10.” Then, indicated by
(C) in FIG. 9, in a case where a binary string obtained by
converting query data is “11,” the information processing
apparatus sets, as neighboring data of the query data, feature
quantity vectors converted into binary strings having ham-
ming distances of “0,” that is, those converted into binary
strings “11.”

Patent Document 1: Japanese Patent No. 2815045

Patent Document 2: Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication
No. 2006-277407

Patent Document 3: Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication
No. 2007-249339

Non-patent Document 1: Datar, M., Immorlica, N. Indyk, P.,
and Mirrokni, V. S., “Locality-sensitive Hashing Scheme
Based on P-stable Distributions,” Proceedings of the Twen-
tieth Annual Symposium on Computational Geometry
(SCG '04), pp. 253-262, 2004

Non-patent Document 2: Charikar, M., “Similarity estima-
tion techniques from rounding algorithms,” Proceedings of
the 34th Symposium on Theory of Computing (STOC °02),
pp- 380-388, 2002

Non-patent Document 3: Weiss, Y., Torralba, A., and Fergus,
R., “Spectral Hashing,” Advances in Neural Information
Processing Systems 21 (NIPS "08), 2008

Non-patent Document 4: Kulis, B. and Darrell, T., “Learning
to Hash with Binary Reconstructive Embeddings,”
Advances in Neural Information Processing Systems 22
(NIPS °09), 2009

Non-patent Document 5: Norouzi, M. and Fleet, D., “Mini-
mal Loss Hashing for Compact Binary Codes,” Proceed-
ings of the 28th International Conference on Machine
Learning ICML 11), 2011

Non-patent Document 6: Lowe, D. G., “Distinctive Image
Features from Scale-invariant Keypoints,” Internal Jour-
nal of Computer Vision, Vol. 60, No. 2, pp. 91-110, 2004

Non-patent Document 7: Bay, H., Ess, A., Tuytelaars, T., and
Gool, L. V., “SURF: Speeded Up Robust Features,” Com-
puter Vision and Image Understanding (CVIU), Vol. 110,
No. 3, pp. 346-359 (2008)

Non-patent Document 8: Kira, K. and Rendell, L. A, “A
Practical Approach to Feature Selection,” Proceedings of
the 9th International Workshop on Machine Learning, pp.
249-256, 1992
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Non-patent Document 9: Gilad-Bachrachy, R., Navotz, A.
and Tishby, N., “Margin Based Feature Selection—Theory
and Algorithms,” Proceedings of the 21st International
Conference on Machine Learning (ICML "04), pp. 43-50,
2004

Here, in order for maintaining the accuracy of search in
converting the feature quantity vectors into binary strings, itis
important to convert feature quantity vectors into binary
strings while maintaining distance-based relations among the
original feature quantity vectors. However, the above
described technique for converting feature quantity vectors
into binary strings uses threshold processing to convert fea-
ture quantity vectors, which are continuous values, into non-
continuous binary strings. Therefore, the technique involves a
problem that it is difficult to optimize conversion functions
that, while maintaining distance-based relations among the
feature quantity vectors, convert feature quantity vectors into
binary strings.

SUMMARY

According to an aspect of an embodiment, an information
conversion device includes a memory and a processor
coupled to the memory. The processor executes a process
including generating a conversion rule for converting a fea-
ture quantity vector into a binary string that is longer than a
predetermined bit length. The process includes converting
each of the feature quantity vectors into a binary string by
using the conversion rule generated at the generating. The
process includes calculating importance levels of the respec-
tive bits in the binary strings based on a distance-based rela-
tions among the feature quantity vectors. The process
includes correcting the conversion rule into one that converts
each of the feature quantity vectors into a binary string having
the predetermined bit length based on the calculated impor-
tance levels. The process includes changing the feature quan-
tity vectors into a binary string having the predetermined bit
length by using the conversion rule corrected at the correct-
ing.

The object and advantages of the invention will be realized
and attained by means of the elements and combinations
particularly pointed out in the claims.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description are exem-
plary and explanatory and are not restrictive of the invention,
as claimed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram for illustrating the functional configu-
ration of a search system according to a first embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a diagram for illustrating one example of biomet-
ric authentication;

FIG. 3 is a diagram for illustrating one example of infor-
mation that a search-target database storage unit stores;

FIG. 4 is a diagram for illustrating one example of infor-
mation that a binary database storage unit stores;

FIG. 5 is a flowchart for illustrating the flow of processing
for generating conversion rules diagram;

FIG. 6 is a flowchart for illustrating the flow of processing
for calculating the importance level of a conversion function;

FIG. 7 is a diagram for illustrating one example of a com-
puter that executes an information conversion program;
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4

FIG. 8 is a diagram for illustrating conventional neighbor-
hood search; and

FIG. 9 is a diagram for illustrating search processing using
binarization of real vectors.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Preferred embodiments of the present invention will be
explained with reference to accompanying drawings.

[a] First Embodiment

In a first embodiment described below, one example of the
functional configuration of a search system including an
information conversion apparatus is described using FIG. 1.
FIG. 1 is a diagram for illustrating the functional configura-
tion of a search system according to the first embodiment. As
illustrated in FIG. 1, a search system 1 includes a client
apparatus 2, an information conversion apparatus 10, and an
information search apparatus 20.

Further, the information conversion apparatus 10 includes
a learned data storage unit 11, a conversion rule generation
unit 12, an importance level calculation unit 13, a conversion
rule determination unit 14. Further, the information search
apparatus 20 includes a search-target database storage unit
21, a binary conversion unit 23, a binary database storage unit
22, and a search processing unit 24.

The search system 1 illustrated in FIG. 1 searches neigh-
boring data of the query data from the search-target database
storage unit 21 upon receiving query data from the client
apparatus 2. Additionally, the search system is a system that
notifies the client apparatus 2 whether data similar to the
query data has been registered in the neighborhood of the
query data. Specifically, in the search system 1, the informa-
tion search apparatus 20 converts data to be searched into
binary strings by the application of a conversion rule gener-
ated by the information conversion apparatus 10, and
searches neighboring data of the query data.

Here, for example, data that the search system 1 searches is
image data, audio data, or the like, and is biometric data for
biometric authentication using fingerprint patterns or vein
patterns. That is, the search system 1 is a system that, when
biometric data of a user that has been inputted to the client
apparatus 2 is received thereby as query data, determines
whether the biometric data of the user has been registered.

Note that, while feature quantities of various kinds for
image and audio data have been proposed, the search system
1 does not depend on the feature quantities of specific kinds,
and is therefore enabled to use feature quantities of any kinds.
For example, a SIFT feature quantity, a SURF feature quan-
tity or the like, which is generally used as a feature quantity
for an image, may be used as a feature quantity for an image.
Feature quantities of these kinds are known as feature quan-
tities that are robust against hiding and variation as a result of
using local information in an image as feature quantity vec-
tors. Feature quantity vectors in any form that indicate such
feature quantities may be used.

FIG. 2 is a diagram for illustrating one example of biomet-
ric authentication. Note that the example illustrated in FIG. 2
represents processing in ID-less 1:N authentication, where
information such as an ID (Identification) of a user is not
inputted, and no narrowing down of biometric data by using
the ID of the user is involved. As illustrated in FIG. 2, the
search system 1 stores multiple pieces of registered biometric
data that have been registered by multiple users.

Then, upon receiving a piece of biometric data as query
data from the client apparatus 2, the search system 1 extracts
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a feature quantity vector indicating the inputted piece of
biometric data, and then searches pieces of the registered
biometric data that have feature quantity vectors similar to the
extracted feature quantity vector. That is, the search system 1
determines whether a piece of registered biometric data of a
user who has inputted the query data has been registered.

Further, the search system 1 generates a conversion rule for
converting a feature quantity vector into a binary string hav-
ing a predetermined bit length, and then converts the feature
quantity vectors of the registered pieces of biometric data into
binary strings by applying the generated conversion rule.
Additionally, the search system 1 converts, into a binary
string having the predetermined bit length, the feature quan-
tity vector corresponding to the piece of biometric data that
has been inputted as the query data. Then, the search system
1 calculates the hamming distances therefrom of the binary
strings obtained by converting the feature quantity vectors of
the registered pieces of biometric data. Then, the search sys-
tem 1 extracts, as candidates for those to be searched, the
registered pieces of biometric data that have the hamming
distances not exceeding a predetermined threshold. Thereat-
ter, the search system 1 executes strict matching processing
between the searched registered pieces of biometric data and
the piece of biometric data inputted as the query data, and
outputs the execution result to the client apparatus 2.

Thus, the search system 1 narrows down data to be
searched, by converting, into binary strings in a predeter-
mined form, the feature quantity vectors indicating the fea-
tures of the registered pieces of biometric data to be searched,
and calculating the hamming distances thereof from the
binary string obtained by converting the feature quantity vec-
tor of the query data. Then, the search system 1 performs
matching between data obtained by narrowing down the
original data and the query data, thereby performing match-
ing in biometric authentication.

Note that, in a case where the inputted biometric data and
the registered biometric data are in the form of images, a
feature quantity vector is obtained by vectorizing, for
example, values representing the direction, length and slope
of a ridge in a specific region within each image, and the
densities and coordinates of characteristic points, such as the
terminals and branching points, of the ridge. On the other
hand, in a case where the inputted biometric data and the
registered biometric data are in the form of voice, a feature
quantity vector is obtained by vectorizing values representing
the distributions, the levels of strength and the peak values of
frequency components.

Described below are processing to be executed by the
information conversion apparatus 10 and processing to be
executed by the information search apparatus 20. Firstly, the
processing to be executed by the information conversion
apparatus 10 is described. The information conversion appa-
ratus 10 uses learned data stored in the learned data storage
unit 11 to generate a conversion rule that converts a feature
quantity vector into a binary string having a predetermined bit
length.

Specifically, the learned data storage unit 11 stores, as
learned data, a plurality of feature quantity vectors with
respect to each user. Here, feature quantity vectors stored in
the learned data storage unit 11 are those included among
feature quantity vectors stored in the search-target database
storage unit 21 which is described below. That is, the learned
data storage unit 11 stores a part of those included among
feature quantity vectors stored in the search-target database
storage unit 21.

Further, the learned data storage unit 11 stores among
feature quantity vectors stored in the search-target database

20

25

35

40

45

50

65

6

storage unit 21, feature quantity vectors of biometric data that
have been registered by a plurality of users. Note that, in the
following description, a plurality of feature quantity vectors
registered by the same user is referred to as feature quantity
vectors belonging to the same class. That is, the learned data
storage unit 11 stores feature quantity vectors belonging to
one class and feature quantity vectors belonging to other
classes.

The conversion rule generation unit 12 generates a conver-
sion rule for converting a feature quantity vector into a binary
data having a bit length longer than the predetermined bit
length. For example, in a case where the information search
apparatus 20 is to execute search processing using “M”-bit
binary strings, the conversion rule generation unit 12 gener-
ates “N” conversion functions for converting feature quantity
vectors into 1-bit binary strings. Here, “M” and “N” are
integers that satisfy M<N. Then, the conversion rule genera-
tion unit 12 transmits the generated “N” conversion functions
to the importance level calculation unit 13.

Further, the conversion rule generation unit 12 receives M
conversion functions. Then, the conversion rule generation
unit 12 newly generates (N-M) conversion functions, and
transmits the newly generated (N-M) conversion functions to
the importance level calculation unit 13.

Here, conversion functions to be generated by the conver-
sion rule generation unit 12 are described. For example, the
information search apparatus 20 generates N sets of N-di-
mensional parameter vectors w, and offset parameters b,.
Then, the conversion rule generation unit 12 generates N
conversion functions each defined by formula (1) given
below.

Note that, while v, in boldface type in formula (1) denotes
the i-th bit in a binary string u obtained by the conversion, x in
boldface type therein denotes a feature quantity vector. In
addition, thr( ) in formula (1) denotes a threshold function,
which is a function that converts a value in the parentheses to
“1” when the value is more than or equal to 0, or to “0” when
the value is a negative value.

u;=thr(w;x+b;)

ey

That is, the information search apparatus 20 generates N
formulae, each of which is formula (1), where i takes values
of“1”to “N,” and then transmits thus generated N conversion
functions to the importance level calculation unit 13. Note
that, by using random numbers or the like, the conversion rule
generation unit 12 generates the parameter vectors w;, and the
offset parameters b, so that values of the parameter vectors w,
and the offset parameters b, may be different by correspond-
ing bit (found by the value of the suffix 1).

Upon receiving the N conversion functions from the con-
version rule generation unit 12, the importance level calcula-
tion unit 13 acquires the feature quantity vectors stored in the
learned data storage unit 11, and generates an N-bit binary
string u through calculation using formula (1) with respect to
each feature quantity vector. For example, the importance
level calculation unit 13 calculates the value of the first bit u,
of the binary string u through calculation using formula (1)
with respect to one feature quantity vector by using the
parameter vector w; and the offset parameter b,. Then, the
importance level calculation unit 13 calculates the values of
the other bits u, to u,, of the binary string u by using the
parameter vectors w, to w,, and the offset parameters b, and
by

Then, the importance level calculation unit 13 calculates
importance levels of the respective bits u, to u,,of the binary
string u so that the importance levels may accord with dis-
tance-based relations among the feature quantity vectors
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stored in the learned data storage unit 11. That is, the infor-
mation conversion apparatus 10 calculates the importance
levels of the respective bits u, to u,, of the binary string u to
thereby evaluate the importance levels of the N conversion
functions that convert the feature quantity vectors into the
respective bits u,; to u,.

Then, any method that appropriately maintains distance-
based relations found between the feature quantity vectors
before the conversion may be used as a method used by the
importance level calculation unit 13 to calculate the impor-
tance levels of the respective bits u, to u,, of the binary string
u. For example, the importance level calculation unit 13 may
calculate the importance levels of the respective bits u, to u,,
by using a technique called RELIEF presented in “A Practical
Approach to Feature Selection,” Proceedings of the 9th Inter-
national Workshop on Machine Learning, pp. 249-256, 1992,
or a technique called Simba presented in “Margin Based
Feature Selection—Theory and Algorithms,” Proceedings of
the 21st International Conference on Machine Learning
(ICML °04), pp. 43-50, 2004.

As one example of processing that the importance level
calculation unit 13 executes to calculate the importance levels
of'the respective bits u, to u,,ofthe binary string u, processing
to calculate the importance levels of the respective bits u, to
u,,of the binary string u in a manner depending on the class to
which the feature quantity vectors belong is described below.
First of all, the importance level calculation unit 13 converts
the feature quantity vectors stored in the learned data storage
unit 11 into N-bit binary strings by using conversion func-
tions received from the conversion rule generation unit 12.

Then, the importance level calculation unit 13 takes one
binary string as a sample of the binary string u, and calculates
the weighted hamming distances of the other binary strings
and the binary string u by using formula (2) given below.
Here, s, in formula (2) denotes the importance level of u,, and
is set to “1” for each of the bits u, to u,,in the initial state. In
addition, v in formula (2) denotes a binary string taken to be
compared with the binary string u.

==V Z 2 (e ve) ()]

Further, the importance level calculation unit 13 updates
the importance level of u, of the binary string u by using
formula (3) given below. Here, nearhit(u), denotes the i-th bit
value of a binary string, among binary strings obtained by
converting feature quantity vectors belonging to the same
class as the feature quantity vectors converted into the binary
dataubelong to, that has a weighted hamming distance that is
the closest to the weight hamming distance of the binary
string u.

(u; — nearhit(u)‘-)2 (3)
Si =5+ z i

1 ((u; — nearmiss(u);)?

|l — nearmiss(u)| B ||t — nearhit|

Here, feature quantity vectors belonging to the same class
are of biometric data of the same user. Accordingly, the
importance level calculation unit 13 increases the importance
levels of the conversion functions in a case where a relatively
short hamming distance between binary strings obtained by
converting feature quantity vectors belonging to the same
class is given with formulae (2) and (3). Here, feature quantity
vectors belonging to different classes are of biometric data of
different users. It is therefore preferable that conversion of
feature quantity vectors belonging to different classes result
in a relatively long hamming distance between binary strings
obtained thereby. For this reason, the importance level calcu-
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lation unit 13 lowers the importance levels of the conversion
functions in a case where a relatively short hamming distance
between binary strings obtained by converting feature quan-
tity vectors belonging to different classes is given with for-
mulae (2) and (3).

The importance level calculation unit 13 updates the
importance levels s, to s,, of the conversion functions of the
respective bits a predetermined number of times. Then, the
importance level calculation unit 13 notifies the conversion
rule determination unit 14 of the updated importance levels s,
to s, after having updated the importance levels s, to s, the
predetermined number of times. Additionally, the importance
level calculation unit 13 notifies the conversion rule determi-
nation unit 14 of conversion functions received from the
conversion rule generation unit 12.

The importance level calculation unit 13 thus updates the
importance levels s; to s, in a manner depending on the
distance-based relations between feature quantity vectors and
classes to which feature quantity vectors belong, and there-
fore, is capable of generating a conversion rule that maintains
distance-based relations found between feature quantity vec-
tors before the conversion. Note that, even when the classes
are not taken in consideration, the importance level calcula-
tion unit 13 is capable of generating an appropriate conver-
sion rule because the importance level of a conversion func-
tion that maintains distance-based relations found between
feature quantity vectors at conversion source is increased in
updating the importance levels s, to s,,in a manner depending
on distance-based relations between feature quantity vectors
before the conversion.

Corresponding to the updated importance levels calculated
by the importance level calculation unit 13, the conversion
rule determination unit 14 corrects the conversion rule gen-
erated by the conversion rule generation unit 12, so that
feature quantity vectors may be converted into a binary string
having the predetermined bit length. Specifically, the conver-
sion rule determination unit 14 receives the importance levels
s, to s, calculated by the importance level calculation unit 13.
Upon reception, the conversion rule determination unit 14
compares the received importance levels s, to s, and selects
M bits by the order of having the higher importance level.
Then, the conversion rule determination unit 14 identifies M
conversion functions used for converting feature quantity
vectors into the selected bits. That is, the conversion rule
determination unit 14 identifies M conversion functions that
have suitably binarized distance-based relations between fea-
ture quantity vectors.

Further, the conversion rule determination unit 14 deter-
mines whether the selection of the importance levels has been
performed the predetermined number of times. Upon deter-
mining that the selection of the importance levels has not yet
been performed the predetermined number of times, the con-
version rule determination unit 14 notifies the conversion rule
generation unit 12 of the M conversion functions identified
thereby. On the other hand, upon determining that the selec-
tion of the importance levels has been performed the prede-
termined number of times, the conversion rule determination
unit 14 transmits the M conversion functions identified
thereby to the information search apparatus 20.

Note that the conversion rule determination unit 14 may
selects conversion functions by using an alternative method.
For example, the conversion rule determination unit 14
selects bits having importance levels that exceed a predeter-
mined threshold value, and identifies conversion functions
used for converting feature quantity vectors into the selected
bits. Then, until the number of the conversion functions iden-
tified thereby reaches M, the conversion rule determination
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unit 14 continues causing the conversion rule generation unit
12 and the importance level calculation unit 13 to generate
conversion functions and calculate importance levels. There-
after, the conversion rule determination unit 14 transmits the
M conversion functions identified thereby to the information
search apparatus 20.

Next, the processing to be executed by the information
search apparatus 20 is described. The search-target database
storage unit 21 stores data to be searched, namely, feature
quantity vectors of the registered biometric data. Specifically,
the search-target database storage unit 21 stores the feature
quantity vectors of the registered biometric data and data IDs
which are identifiers for users who have registered the regis-
tered biometric data, while associating the feature quantity
vectors with the data IDs. That is, the search-target database
storage unit 21 stores the feature quantity vectors while clas-
sifying these vectors according to class to which these vectors
belong.

Here, one example of information that the search-target
database storage unit 21 stores is described using FIG. 3. FIG.
3 is a diagram for illustrating one example of information
stored by the search-target database storage unit. For
example, in the example illustrated in FIG. 3, the search-
target database storage unit 21 stores a data ID “1” and feature
quantity vectors “a,” “b,” and “c,” indicated in boldface type,
in a manner associating these vectors with this data ID. Note
that the search-target database storage unit 21 stores other
feature quantity vectors associated with this data ID although
such vectors are omitted from FIG. 3.

Referring back to FIG. 1, the binary database storage unit
22 stores symbol strings in a manner associating these symbol
strings with data IDs. Each of the symbol strings is a symbol
string obtained by converting feature quantity vectors by
using predetermined conversion functions, and contains a
binary symbol and a wildcard symbol. One example of infor-
mation that the binary database storage unit 22 stores is
described using FIG. 4.

FIG. 4 is a diagram for illustrating one example of infor-
mation that the binary database storage unit stores. For
example, in the example illustrated in FIG. 4, the binary
database storage unit 22 stores an M-bit binary string
“01110100110 . . . ” while associating this binary string with
the data ID “1.” Note that the binary database storage unit 22
stores other two or more symbol strings while associating
these symbol strings with the data ID “1,” although such
symbol strings are omitted from FIG. 4. That is, the binary
database storage unit 22 stores M-bit binary strings into
which feature quantity vectors stored in the search-target
database storage unit 21 have been converted by the below-
described binary conversion unit 23 by use of conversion
functions received from the information conversion appara-
tus 10, while classifying these binary strings according to
class to which these binary strings belong.

Referring back to FIG. 1, upon receiving the conversion
functions from the conversion rule determination unit 14 of
the information conversion apparatus 10, the binary conver-
sion unit 23 converts the feature quantity vectors stored in the
search-target database storage unit 21 into M-bit binary
strings by using the received conversion functions. Then, the
binary conversion unit 23 stores the binary strings thus
obtained by the conversion in the binary database storage unit
22 while associating these binary strings with data IDs asso-
ciated with feature quantity vectors that have been converted
into the respective binary strings.

The search processing unit 24, upon receiving query data
from the client apparatus 2, extracts feature quantity vectors
indicating feature quantities corresponding to the received
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query data, and converts the extracted feature quantity vectors
by using predetermined conversion functions. Then, search
processing unit 24 searches, out of the binary strings stored in
the binary database storage unit 22, binary strings that have
hamming distances less than or equal to a predetermined
value, namely, binary strings into which feature quantity vec-
tors to be selected as candidate of neighboring data of the
query data have been converted.

Thereafter, the search processing unit 24 extracts, from the
search-target database storage unit 21, the feature quantity
vectors having been converted into thus searched binary
strings. Then, the search processing unit 24 executes process-
ing as below when, among the feature quantity vectors thus
extracted thereby, feature quantity vectors identical to the
feature quantity vectors extracted from the query data are
found or a feature quantity vector having a Euclidean distance
therefrom less than or equal to a predetermined threshold is
found. That is, the search processing unit 24 transmits to the
client apparatus 2 the notification that data from the registered
biometric data is identical to the query data.

On the other hand, the search processing unit 24 executes
processing as below when, among the feature quantity vec-
tors thus extracted thereby, feature quantity vectors identical
to the feature quantity vectors extracted from the query data
are not found or a feature quantity vector having a Euclidean
distance therefrom less than or equal to a predetermined
threshold is not found. That is, the search processing unit 24
transmits to the client apparatus 2 the notification that no data
from the registered biometric data is identical to the query
data. As a result, the client apparatus 2 is enabled to perform
biometric authentication of a user who have inputted the
query data.

The conversion rule generation unit 12, the importance
level calculation unit 13, the conversion rule determination
unit 14, the binary conversion unit 23, and the search process-
ing unit 24 are, for example, electronic circuits. An integrated
circuit such as an ASIC (Application Specific Integrated Cir-
cuit) or an FPGA (Field Programmable Gate Array), a CPU
(Central Processing Unit), or an MPU (Micro Processing
Unit) is applied here as an example of such an electronic
circuit.

Additionally, the learned data storage unit 11, the search-
target database storage unit 21, the binary database storage
unit 22 are storage devices such as a semiconductor memory
device such as a RAM (Random Access Memory) or a flash
memory, a hard disk, or an optical disc.

Next, processing to be executed by the information con-
version apparatus 10 to generate a conversion rule is
described using FIG. 5. FIG. 5 is a flowchart for illustrating
the flow of the processing for generating conversion rules.
First of all, the information conversion apparatus 10 accepts
input of a termination condition (step S101). For example, the
information conversion apparatus 10 acquires, as the termi-
nation condition, a setting for the number of times that the
processing is to be repeated.

Subsequently, the information conversion apparatus 10
generates conversion functions corresponding to N bits (step
S102). Then, the information conversion apparatus 10 calcu-
lates the importance levels s, to s, of the respective bits (step
S103). Subsequently, based on the importance levels s, to s,
of the respective bits calculated in the processing in step
S103, the information conversion apparatus 10 selects con-
version functions corresponding to M bits from the conver-
sion functions corresponding to N bits (step S104).

Subsequently, the information conversion apparatus 10
determines whether the termination condition accepted in
step S101 has been satisfied (step S105). Then, when the
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termination condition has not been satisfied (No in step
S105), the information conversion apparatus 10 newly gen-
erates conversion functions corresponding to (N=M) bits
(step S106). Then, the information conversion apparatus 10
executes the processing in step S103 by using the conversion
functions newly generated in step S106 corresponding to
(N-M) bits and the conversion functions selected in step
S104.

On the other hand, when the termination condition has
been satisfied (Yes in step S105), the information conversion
apparatus 10 outputs the conversion functions selected in step
S104 to the information search apparatus (step S107), and
finishes processing.

Next, the flow of processing to be executed by the impor-
tance level calculation unit 13 to calculate the importance
levels of the each bit, namely, the importance levels of con-
version functions, is described using FIG. 6. FIG. 6 is a
flowchart for illustrating the flow of the processing for calcu-
lating the importance levels of conversion functions. Note
that the processing in FIG. 6 corresponds the processing in
step S103 illustrated in FIG. 5.

First of all, the importance level calculation unit 13 previ-
ously acquires, as data to be used for leaning, a portion of
feature quantity vectors stored in the search-target database
storage unit 21 and stores this portion in the learned data
storage unit 11 (step S201). In this acquisition, the impor-
tance level calculation unit 13 acquires feature quantity vec-
tors that belong to a plurality of classes.

Subsequently, the importance level calculation unit 13 ini-
tializes all of the importance levels s, to s, of the respective
bits to “1” (step S202). Subsequently, upon acquiring the
conversion functions corresponding to N bits, the importance
level calculation unit 13 randomly selects one of the feature
quantity vectors stored in the learned data storage unit 11, as
apiece oflearned data (step S203). Then, the importance level
calculation unit 13 performs calculation using formulae (1)
and (2) with respect to the piece of learned data, thereby
updating the respective importance levels s, to s, of the
respective bits (step S204).

Subsequently, the importance level calculation unit 13
determines whether the number of times of repetition has
satisfied the termination condition (step S205). Then, upon
determining that the number of times of repetition has satis-
fied the termination condition (Yes in step S205), the impor-
tance level calculation unit 13 outputs the importance levels
s, to s, to the conversion rule determination unit 14 (step
S206), and finishes processing. On the other hand, upon
determining that the number of times of repetition has not
satisfied the termination condition (No in step S205), the
importance level calculation unit 13 executes the processing
in step S203 again.

Effects of First Embodiment

As described above, the information conversion apparatus
10 generates a conversion rule for converting a feature quan-
tity vector into a binary string having a bit length of N. Then,
the information conversion apparatus 10 converts feature
quantity vectors into binary strings by applying the generated
conversion rule, and calculates the importance levels of the
feature quantity vectors on the basis of distance-based rela-
tions found among the feature quantity vectors.

Subsequently, the information conversion apparatus 10
corrects the conversion rule so that the conversion rule may
convert a feature quantity vector into a binary string having a
bit length of M. Thereafter, using the conversion rule cor-
rected by the information conversion apparatus 10, the infor-
mation search apparatus 20 converts feature quantity vectors
into binary strings each having a bit length of M. As a result,
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the search system 1 is enabled to generate the most appropri-
ate conversion functions with respect to each set of data to be
searched.

Further, the information conversion apparatus 10 generates
N conversion functions that convert a feature quantity vector
into a 1-bit binary string, and converts a feature quantity
vector into a 1-bit binary string by using these generated N
conversion functions. Then, the information conversion appa-
ratus 10 calculates the importance levels for the bit of the
N-bit binary string, and selects M conversion functions from
the generated N conversion functions based on thus calcu-
lated importance levels.

That is, the information conversion apparatus 10 generates
conversion functions for converting a feature quantity vector
into bits, the number of which is larger than the number of bits
needed for the search processing. Then, the information con-
version apparatus 10 selects, from thus generated conversion
functions, only conversion functions that perform conversion
through which distance-based relations between feature
quantity vectors are maintained. As a result, the information
conversion apparatus 10 is enabled to maintain distance-
based relations between feature quantity vectors by using a
smaller number of bits than in the conventional cases. Addi-
tionally, the information conversion apparatus 10 is enabled
to generate binary strings that have a small number of bits per
each with maintaining distance-based relations between fea-
ture quantity vectors. It is thereby made possible to speed up
the search processing executed by the information search
apparatus 20.

Further, the information conversion apparatus 10 is
enabled to generate a conversion rule that results in a smaller
hamming distance between binary strings when the binary
strings are those obtained by converting feature quantity vec-
tors belonging to the same class. As a result, it is made
possible to improve the precision of the search processing
using hamming distances in the information search apparatus
20.

Further, the information conversion apparatus 10 selects,
from the generated N conversion functions, M conversion
functions in descending order of the importance levels. As a
result, the information conversion apparatus 10 is enabled to
generate a conversion rule that more accurately converts fea-
ture quantity vectors into binary strings.

Further, the information conversion apparatus 10 repeti-
tively executes the processing described below. That is, after
selecting the M conversion functions, the information con-
version apparatus 10 newly generates (N-M) conversion
functions, then generates an N-bit binary string again by
using the selected M conversion functions and these (N-M)
conversion functions, and then calculates the importance lev-
els of the respective bits of thus generated binary string. Then,
the information conversion apparatus 10 newly selects the M
conversion functions based on thus calculated importance
levels.

As a result, the information conversion apparatus 10 is
enabled to select, from a large number of conversion func-
tions, conversion functions having higher importance levels
than the other conversion functions. Therefore, the informa-
tion conversion apparatus 10 is enabled to generate a more
precise conversion rule.

Further, the information conversion apparatus 10 repeti-
tively executes generation of new conversion functions and
calculation of importance levels until M conversion func-
tions, the importance levels of which exceed the predeter-
mined threshold, are selected. Therefore, the information
conversion apparatus 10 is enabled to select, from a large
number of conversion functions, conversion functions having
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higher importance levels than the other conversion functions,
and generate a more precise conversion rule.

Further, the information conversion apparatus 10 generates
conversion functions by using s parameter vectors and offset
parameters generated in a random manner, and therefore, is
enabled to generate conversion functions that appropriately
binarize a feature quantity vector space.

Further, the information conversion apparatus 10 calcu-
lates importance levels based on a difference between: the
smallest of the hamming distances between pairs of binary
strings where each of the pairs is obtained by converting
feature quantity vectors belonging to the same class; and the
smallest of the hamming distances between pairs of binary
strings where each of the pairs is obtained by converting
feature quantity vectors belonging to different classes.

For example, when a pair of binary strings obtained by
converting feature quantity vectors from the same class by
using formulae (2) and (3) gives a shorter hamming distance,
the information conversion apparatus 10 increases the impor-
tance level of a corresponding conversion function. On the
other hand, when a pair of binary strings into which feature
quantity vectors belonging to different classes have been
converted is obtained using formulae (2) and (3) gives a
shorter hamming distance, the information conversion appa-
ratus 10 lowers the importance level of a corresponding con-
version function.

As a result, the information conversion apparatus 10 is
enabled to, when feature quantity vectors are converted into
binary strings, generate a conversion rule that reflects dis-
tance-based relations among the feature quantity vectors and
classes to which the feature quantity vectors belong. There-
fore, the information conversion apparatus 10 is enabled to
provide a higher level of precision to the search without
slowing down the processing speed of the search processing
executed by the information search apparatus 20.

Besides, the information search apparatus 20 uses a con-
version rule, generated by the information conversion appa-
ratus 10, for converting feature quantity vectors to be
searched into binary strings. Further, the information search
apparatus 20 converts a feature quantity vector extracted from
query data into a binary string. Then, the information search
apparatus 20 searches feature quantity vectors located in the
neighborhood of the query data, by using the hamming dis-
tances to the binary strings into which the feature quantity
vectors to be searched have been converted from the binary
string into which the feature quantity vector extracted from
the query data has been converted.

Here, processing of calculating the hamming distances is
more speedily executable than processing of calculating the
Euclidian distances between feature quantity vectors. There-
fore, the information search apparatus 20 is enabled to pro-
vide a higher processing speed to the search processing. Fur-
ther, the information search apparatus 20 converts feature
quantity vectors into binary strings by using M conversion
functions selected from N conversion functions based on the
importance levels thereof by the information conversion
apparatus 10. As a result, the information search apparatus 20
is enabled to execute the search processing at high speed
without deteriorating the precision of the search.

[b] Second Embodiment

Although one embodiment according to the present inven-
tion is described above, embodiments other than the above
described embodiment may be implemented in many difter-
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ent forms. Accordingly, another embodiment included in the
present invention is described below as a second embodi-
ment.

(1) Regarding Conversion Functions to be Selected

The information conversion apparatus 10 described above
selects conversion functions that have converted feature
quantity vectors into bits having high importance levels.
However, embodiments are not limited to this, and, for
example, the information conversion apparatus 10 may
always select a conversion function for converting a feature
quantity vector into a bit that clearly has a high importance
level. For example, in a case where there is a conversion
function known for being effective when feature quantity
vectors to be searched fall within a particular type, the infor-
mation conversion apparatus 10 may always include this con-
version function in a conversion rule. Alternatively, the infor-
mation conversion apparatus 10 may set, as the initial value of
the importance level of a bit obtained by conversion using
such an effective conversion function, a value higher than
values set as the initial values of the other bits.

Further, in selection of conversion rules, the information
conversion apparatus 10 may redundantly select a conversion
function that performs conversion into a bit having a high
importance level. When executing such processing, the infor-
mation conversion apparatus 10 is enabled to generate a con-
version rule that generates a binary string that emphasizes
positional relations between feature quantity vectors. As a
result, when the information search apparatus 20 performs
neighborhood search on query data, a smaller number of
feature quantity vectors are acquired as a search result. There-
fore, the information conversion apparatus 10 is enabled to,
when the information search apparatus 20 performs matching
with the query data, reduce the computational complexity
involved therein and provide a higher processing speed to the
search processing.

Additionally, the information conversion apparatus 10 is
configured to generate N conversion functions each of which
converts a feature quantity vector into one bit and select M
conversion functions from the N conversion functions based
on the importance levels of the respective bits, thereby gen-
erating a conversion for converting a feature quantity vector
into an M-bit binary string. However, embodiments are not
limited to this.

For example, the information conversion apparatus 10 gen-
erates not only conversion functions each of which converts a
feature quantity vector into one bit but also conversion func-
tions each of which converts a feature quantity vector into a
binary string of a plurality of digits. At this time, the infor-
mation conversion apparatus 10 performs the generations so
that, in converting a feature quantity vectors into a binary
string by using all of these generated conversion functions,
the feature quantity vector may be converted into a binary
string having a bit length longer than the bit length of a binary
string to be used for the search processing. Then, the infor-
mation conversion apparatus 10 may select conversion func-
tions from the generated a plurality of conversion functions
based on the importance levels of the respective bits so that
the number of bits of a binary string into which the selected
conversion functions convert a feature quantity vector may
correspond to a bit length to be used in the search processing.

For example, the information conversion apparatus 10 gen-
erates a plurality of conversion functions each configured to
convert a feature quantity vector into a 1-bit binary string, a
plurality of conversion functions each configured to convert a
feature quantity vector into a 2-bit binary string, and a plu-
rality of conversion functions each configured to convert a
feature quantity vector into a 3-bit binary string. Then, in a



US 9,116,898 B2

15

case where the bit length of each binary string to be used for
the search processing is 15 bits, the information conversion
apparatus 10 may select conversion functions as follows. For
example, the information conversion apparatus 10 may select
one of the conversion functions each configured to convert a
feature quantity vector into a 1-bit binary string, one of the
conversion functions each configured to convert a feature
quantity vector into a 2-bit binary string, and four of the
conversion functions each configured to convert a feature
quantity vector into a 3-bit binary string.

(2) Regarding Forms for Embodiments

The information conversion apparatus 10 described above
is an apparatus independent from the information search
apparatus 20. However, embodiments are not limited to this,
and, for example, the functions of the information conversion
apparatus 10 may be included in the information search appa-
ratus 20. Alternatively, the information conversion apparatus
10 may include the function to be executed by the binary
conversion unit 23 of the information search apparatus 20,
and may generate a conversion rule to be applied to feature
quantity vectors stored in an information search apparatus
currently in operation, and execute processing of generating
binary strings by the application of the generated conversion
rule.

(3) Regarding Mathematical Formulae

The mathematical formulae used by the information con-
version apparatus 10 to calculate importance levels are sim-
ply examples, and the information conversion apparatus 10
may use mathematical formulae of any forms. That is, any
mathematical formulae may be used as long as these formulae
make it possible to increase the importance levels of conver-
sion functions that are capable of reflecting, into binary
strings, distance-based relations among feature quantity vec-
tors and distinctions among classes to which feature quantity
vectors belong. Further, the above described conversion func-
tions are simply examples and the information conversion
apparatus 10 may use conversion functions each containing
another parameter. Further, the information conversion appa-
ratus 10 may have no need to apply the same form, in terms of
parameter, conversion matrix and the like, to conversion func-
tions to be generated, and the conversion functions that gen-
erate the respective bits may take different forms.

(4) Program

Incidentally, the information conversion apparatus 10
according to the first embodiment is described as a case that
implements various kinds of processing by using hardware.
However, embodiments are not limited to this, and the pro-
cessing may be implemented by causing a computer included
in the information conversion apparatus 10 to execute a pre-
viously provided program. Accordingly, one example of a
computer that executes a program having the same functions
as the information conversion apparatus 10 presented in the
first embodiment is described below using FIG. 7. FIG. 7is a
diagram for illustrating one example of a computer that
executes an information conversion program.

A computer 100 presented as an example in FIG. 7 has a
ROM (Read Only Memory) 110, a HDD (Hard Disk Drive)
120, a RAM (Random Access Memory) 130, and a CPU
(Central Processing Unit) 140 connected to one another via a
bus 160. Further, the computer 100 presented as an example
in FIG. 7 includes an /O (Input/Output) 150 for transmitting
and receiving packets.

The HDD 120 stores a feature quantity vector table 121 that
stores feature quantity vectors to be converted. The RAM 130
has an information conversion program 131 previously stored
therein. In the example illustrated in FIG. 11, the CPU 140
reads out the information conversion program 131 from the
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RAM 130 and executes this program, so that the information
conversion program 131 starts to function as an information
conversion process 141. Note that the information conversion
process 141 performs the functions as those performed by the
conversion rule generation unit 12, the importance level cal-
culation unit 13 and the conversion rule determination unit
14, which are illustrated in FIG. 1.

Note that implementation of the information conversion
program described in this embodiment is enabled by execut-
ing a previously provided program on a personal computer or
aworkstation. Such a program may be provided via a network
such as the Internet. Further, such a program is recorded on a
computer-readable recording medium such as a hard disk, a
flexible disk (FD), a CD-ROM (Compact Disc Read Only
Memory), an MO (Magneto Optical Disc), or a DVD (Digital
Versatile Disc). Further, such a program may be executed by
being read out from a recoding medium.

One embodiment makes it possible to optimize a conver-
sion function without difficulty in a manner corresponding to
a set of data to be searched.

All examples and conditional language recited herein are
intended for pedagogical purposes of aiding the reader in
understanding the invention and the concepts contributed by
the inventor to further the art, and are not to be construed as
limitations to such specifically recited examples and condi-
tions, nor does the organization of such examples in the
specification relate to a showing of the superiority and infe-
riority of the invention. Although the embodiments of the
present invention have been described in detail, it should be
understood that the various changes, substitutions, and alter-
ations could be made hereto without departing from the spirit
and scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:
1. An information conversion rule generating apparatus
comprising:

a memory; and

a processor coupled to the memory, wherein the processor
executes a process comprising:

first generating a first conversion rule for converting a
feature quantity vector into a binary string with a first bit
length that is longer than a predetermined bit length;

converting a first plurality of feature quantity vectors into a
first plurality of binary strings by using the first conver-
sion rule, first relationship information that include rela-
tionships of the first plurality of feature quantity vectors
being stored in the memory;

calculating distance fidelity values for each bit of a binary
string converted by the first conversion rule, based on the
first relationship information and bit values of the first
plurality of binary strings; and

second generating a conversion rule for converting a fea-
ture quantity vector into a binary string with the prede-
termined bit length, based on the first conversion rule
and the calculated distance fidelity values.

2. The information conversion rule generating apparatus

according to claim 1, wherein

the first generating includes generating a plurality of con-
version functions, as a result of converting a binary
string that is longer than the predetermined bit length,
which convert each of the feature quantity vectors into a
binary sting having one bit or a plurality of bits; and

the second generating includes selecting conversion func-
tions from generated conversion functions at the first
generating, based on the calculated distance fidelity val-
ues, as a result of converting a binary string having
predetermined bit length.
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3. The information conversion rule generating apparatus
according to claim 2, wherein the second generating includes:
identifying bits, out of the respective bits of a binary string
converted at the converting by using first the conversion
rule generated at the first generating, in descending order
of the distance fidelity values until the number of iden-
tified bits reaches the number of bits corresponding to
the predetermined bit length; and
selecting conversion functions for converting each of the
feature quantity vectors into the identified bits at the
identifying.
4. The information conversion rule generating apparatus
according to claim 2, wherein
the processor repetitively executes a predetermined num-
ber of times a process, the process includes:
third generating a new conversion rule by adding a new
conversion function to the corrected conversion func-
tions at the second generating;
converting the feature quantity vectors into binary strings
by using the conversion rule generated at the third gen-
erating;
calculating distance fidelity values for each bit of a binary
string converted by the first conversion rule, based on the
first relationship information and bit values of the first
plurality of binary strings; and
fourth generating the conversion rule into one that converts
the feature quantity vectors into binary strings each hav-
ing the predetermined bit length based on the distance
fidelity values calculated at the calculating.
5. The information conversion rule generating apparatus
according to claim 2, wherein the second generating includes:
identifying bits, out of the respective bits of a binary string
converted at the converting by using the conversion rule
generated at the second generating, having the calcu-
lated distance fidelity values exceeding a predetermined
threshold; and
selecting conversion functions for converting each of the
feature quantity vectors into thus identified bits, wherein
the processor repetitively executes the process including
causes the first generating and the calculating until con-
version functions for converting the feature quantity
vectors into identified bits are selected.
6. The information conversion rule generating apparatus
according to claim 2, wherein
the first generating includes generating the conversion
functions by using parameter vectors and offset param-
eters generated in a random manner.
7. The information conversion rule generating apparatus
according to claim 1, wherein
the calculating includes calculating the distance fidelity
values of the respective bits in each of the binary strings
based on a difference between the smallest of hamming
distances between pairs of binary strings where each of
the pairs is converted by converting feature quantity
vectors belonging to the same class and the smallest of
the hamming distances between pairs of binary strings
where each of the pairs is converted by converting fea-
ture quantity vectors belonging to different classes.
8. The information conversion rule generating apparatus
according to claim 1, wherein
the process further comprises:
converting each of the feature quantity vectors into a binary
string having the predetermined bit length by using the
conversion rule changed at the second generating; and
searching feature quantity vectors that are located in the
neighborhood of query data inputted by a client, by
using hamming distances between a binary string
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obtained by converting the feature quantity vector of the
query data and the binary strings obtained by converting
the feature quantity vectors by using the conversion rule
corrected at the second generating.

9. A computer-readable recording medium having stored
therein a program for causing a computer to execute an infor-
mation conversion rule generating process comprising:

first generating a first conversion rule for converting a

feature quantity vector into a binary string with a first bit
length that is longer than a predetermined bit length;

converting a first plurality of feature quantity vectors into a

first plurality of binary strings by using the first conver-
sion rule, first relationship information that include rela-
tionships of the first plurality of feature quantity vectors
being stored in the memory;

calculating distance fidelity values for each bit of a binary

string converted by the first conversion rule, based on the
first relationship information and bit values of the first
plurality of binary strings; and

second generating a conversion rule for converting a fea-

ture quantity vector into a binary string with the prede-
termined bit length, based on the first conversion rule
and the calculated distance fidelity values.

10. An information conversion rule generating method
implemented by a computer comprising:

first generating, using a processor, a first conversion rule

for converting a feature quantity vector into a binary
string with a first bit length that is longer than a prede-
termined bit length;
converting, using the processor, a first plurality of feature
quantity vectors into a first plurality of binary strings by
using the first conversion rule, first relationship informa-
tion that include relationships of the first plurality of
feature quantity vectors being stored in the memory;

calculating, using the processor, distance fidelity values for
each bit of a binary string converted by the first conver-
sion rule, based on the first relationship information and
bit values of the first plurality of binary strings; and

second generating, using the processor, a conversion rule
for converting a feature quantity vector into a binary
string with the predetermined bit length, based on the
first conversion rule and the calculated distance fidelity
values.
11. The information conversion rule generating method
implemented by the computer according to claim 10, wherein
the first generating includes generating a plurality of con-
version functions, as a result of converting a binary
string that is longer than the predetermined bit length,
which convert each of the feature quantity vectors into a
binary sting having one bit or a plurality of bits; and

the second generating includes selecting conversion func-
tions from generated conversion functions at the first
generating, based on the calculated distance fidelity val-
ues, as a result of converting a binary string having
predetermined bit length.

12. The information conversion rule generating method
implemented by the computer according to claim 11, wherein
the correcting includes:

identifying bits, out of the respective bits of a binary string

converted at the converting by using the first conversion
rule generated at the generating, in descending order of
the distance fidelity values until the number of identified
bits reaches the number of bits corresponding to the
predetermined bit length; and

selecting conversion functions for converting each of the

feature quantity vectors into the identified bits at the
identifying.
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13. The information conversion rule generating method

implemented by the computer according to claim 11, wherein

the processor repetitively executes a predetermined num-
ber of times a process, the process includes:

third generating a new conversion rule by adding a new

conversion function to the corrected conversion func-
tions at the second generating;

converting the feature quantity vectors into binary strings

by using the new conversion rule generated at the third
generating;

calculating distance fidelity values for each bit of a binary

string converted by the first conversion rule, based on the
first relationship information and bit values of the first
plurality of binary strings; and

fourth generating the conversion rule into one that converts

the feature quantity vectors into binary strings each hav-
ing the predetermined bit length based on the distance
fidelity values calculated at the calculating.
14. The information conversion rule generating method
implemented by the computer according to claim 11, wherein
the second generating includes:
identifying bits, out of the respective bits of a binary string
converted at the converting by using the conversion rule
generated at the second generating, having the calcu-
lated distance fidelity values exceeding a predetermined
threshold; and
selecting conversion functions for converting each of the
feature quantity vectors into thus identified bits, wherein

the processor repetitively executes the process including
causes the first generating and the calculating until con-
version functions for converting the feature quantity
vectors into identified bits are selected.
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15. The information conversion rule generating method
implemented by the computer according to claim 11, wherein
the first generating includes generating the conversion
functions by using parameter vectors and offset param-
eters generated in a random manner.

16. The information conversion rule generating method
implemented by the computer according to claim 10, wherein

the calculating includes calculating the distance fidelity

values of the respective bits in each of the binary strings
based on a difference between the smallest of hamming
distances between pairs of binary strings where each of
the pairs is converted by converting feature quantity
vectors belonging to the same class and the smallest of
the hamming distances between pairs of binary strings
where each of the pairs is converted by converting fea-
ture quantity vectors belonging to different classes.

17. The information conversion rule generating method
implemented by the computer according to claim 10, further
comprises:

converting, using the processor, each of the feature quan-

tity vectors into a binary string having the predetermined
bit length by using the conversion rule changed at the
second generating; and

searching, using the processor, feature quantity vectors that

are located in the neighborhood of query data inputted
by a client, by using hamming distances between a
binary string obtained by converting the feature quantity
vector of the query data and the binary strings obtained
by converting the feature quantity vectors by using the
conversion rule corrected at second generating.
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